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' Totlay two citic:~ sit across from rach otlicr. ucwss tlie clivitle 
that svp;rrat~s the hear East I'ro~il Europ!. t l~a t  separates the 
Social L)ar\\;ir~is~~i of tlie f i ~ r ~ i i ~ r  l'lrircl \Irorld f iot~l  the Social 
Contrart of the Ihr~nc:r First. l'llese two cities sit as \vc:ll uc:ross 
that ~ o p ~ g r u ~ ~ l t i c :  I~order clividing the ctllt~trc*s ol' tlw hletliterra- 
man  1'1-0111 tlro-e that edge the ric~rtlr s w s  t l~at  touch Europe. 

arrives. 

st1 w11y 11otI11.r to (wmpartb twc~ cities reco~istr~icted a111ios1 a hall' 
ce11tury aparl a d  wl~ose 110Liti~al/e~c11ii)11liC realiti(*s ~ 1 x 1 1 1  

olqli~fiilv? E ~ C I I  the wars and claniage \srert, tlil'l;=rcnt. I<ottc!rtl;l~~r 
was clevastntcd in one night of ~ N ) I I I ~ I S  an11 fire. Beirut eroded 
over l i l ' twr t  y a r s  of civil war augmented by i~~tc:rvtr~~tior~ I'rotr~ 
across I.ttl~a~ror~'- I~clrders. Furthermore. collipariso~~ itsctll: and 
especially t l~a t  wlric-11 relies on the dialectic:. is S I I S ~ C I + ~  IIOM.: 

definitely o~rt-ol~ir~tc~lIc~:t~~al-f:~sl~io~~. Coilipariso~i relic-s or1 
diftereuw or si~r~ilarity, 110th c o d i t i o ~ ~ s  01' I>iriary ctatrprivs 1111 

longer ac:rc:ptuI)11~ if' .till omnipresent. Polarities. wliilc I~istori- 
rally the product of sin~plistic. c~pisterrlologies - in c1iclii.s like 
r1lan vs. ~ ~ a t u r e .  I'ilsliicm VP. profun~lity. I I I ~ I I I ~  vs. hntly. ratin~lal 
\ s .  l y r i ~ x l  - wrvr productively only \ V ~ I I Y I  t111.y arc utltltwtoocl 
a.i t1\lr1llorary anel llawed. to be discartled \ v l ~ c . r ~  tltey Iiavr sc.rvctl 
111c:ir tlisc~~ursive purpose. to '-tl~ro\v 111v latlclw &er wf? 
Itavt. ~di~r i l~ei l  up it"' It would apllear t l~at  \vcb ;1rct stu(.k I ; J ~  rlow . . 
wit11 t l ~ c w  oppos~trcms. il' only as iiitellectu~il fcorm-work for 

I I ~ X I I  ;I la11orato1-y lbr urlxm r ~ l ~ ~ : r i r t ~ t x ~ t  p r ~ ~ s i ~ l ~ d  cIwr I q  a Irost 
11f ~ s~e l l - i~~ te~r t io~~c~e l  social p lann~~rs  ant1 I ' I I ~ I I I  111aIier.. 'l'l~e 
~ I I I I I I I I I ~  of I~rilliarrce b(oug1it to bear - fro111 Balic?~~ta to IGIIII- 
1133s - was ovc~r\vl~el~~~irtg I~ut the product problelnatic. Wtir 
c.he\ved olr Brirut. Small arrr1.i t'irc- m ~ l t r d  the I w i l t l i ~ p  Slit4le 
~nmchecl great holes in ~ I I I : I I I .  Sopliisticaterl Israeli I r o ~ n l h g  
caused them to collapzi: i l l  cwr~c:rc~tc c.as~:adrs. .4rd I I I ~ I ~ ~  remain 
SO da~nagrd ten years alivr ~ I I I :  wssation of Iiostility. h t  tlie 
destructiotr in Beirut. at tlrct sc:al(- oftlie void Ieli by one night of 
I~litxliricg in Ilottercl;lm, mostly c:amtr ~ I I I I I  tht: real-rs~attr 
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d t ~ v a ~ t ; ~ t i o ~ ~  has f'orc~xl t l ~ r  I I ~ I I I I  ol' vivic agenrit,s ~ I I I I  l~rivatt. 
i u t e r ~ ~ t > .  'l'lw \vl~eels call Iw S I W I  I I I ~ I I ~ I I ~  and the ~wr~rwrtion of 
their r o t i ~ t i o ~ ~  to the propocals i r ~ d  I~uilt projects ~ I I ; I I  re411 the 
\-as{ wicls r~latle b!- \car and clvciw i5 evident. Little- of 1111. planet 

. . 
d i e +  I I ~ \ I .  i~>vd j+ar to ~ I * I I I * I ~ I I I ~  l l ~ e ~ ~ i s e h e +  and I I I V  ~ ~ ~ o t i \ , ~ t i o n >  
a d  I I I I * I ~ I &  arcL d n i o u ~  . . . a1111 thtl proh1e111: I I I ~ I  I . ~ I I I ~ I I I I ~ .  to 
plaF~c- all i ~ ~ t e m t i ~ ~ n -  I I I ~ L I -  I I I ~ * I I I . I ~ I \ ~ ~ -  plain. 

r .  I 111, v r ; ~ ~ l i ~ ~ a t i o ~ ~  of 111e wntvr of Ihtt~-rclam in I O*l,O \,a> >IWI as 
all o l ~ l m t u ~ ~ i t y  to c:fl;~~t hlotl~misri~ of' the NII t l 1 c ~  I Y I I I I I ~ ~  had 
pate~1111~1 i n  t l i v  period nlic*r 101 0. It hardly ric14s to I I V  said that 
~ l r c *  Yc~tl~c~rlar~tls has a >pv.ial place in t l ~ v  I~istc~r? oi' the 
\ I I I I I ~ ~ I I .  l ; n t l ~ ~ ~ s i a w ~  I I ~ +  yvt to \ w w .  11 i: laryly f rw of' the 
d o t ~ l ~ t  ii1111 1w11111romisv that I~avc* c.ra\vl~d l i k t  a ~r~olcl tlirougll 
t l ~ r  I~od! of \loderr~i>t I ~ c . l i c * l '  clse\\here. 1ravi11; a vulnerable 
and : ~ l ~ ~ n o ~ ~ i a t ~ ~ I  field uI1tw Illorc. perwacivv S o r ~ ~ ~ a t r  for 
c.~~ltural d ~ d o ~ ~ ~ n e r ~ t .  all11 Ii~r rv-i>tonce. havv ( ( 1  vlllrLrge. 
The* ;\;c.tl~cdal~ds still tlc.l~a~c.> t l ~ t .  value of' \Ic~tl~*rr~i>t I ' o r~~~a t s  
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111 r h t .  l ~ . r i o t l  of' rczcc,\rT after \'orlcl \\'ar 11. I t o t t e rdam was ;I 

I;~l ,or;~tor j  for C~)II~~IIII~II~ I ' o r ~ ~ ~ a l  ~IIIII spatial e~~)c~ri1111~11tatic111. 11s 

\\(-I1 ;IS rt.\ u n p e t l  i ~ ~ l ' r a s ~ r u c t u r t .  a n d  r e w o r l ~ c d  ci ty 11altc~r11. 

111r~t i ta l1 l~ .  a i i ~ n u l t ; ~ n t w u >  r e a w s s s ~ l l t w t  o f  s(lc.ial +stem> ;IIII~ 

(. I , -+ c . c ~ ~ ~ l i p r a t i o ~ ~ r  at~c~~1~1111)a11ic*cl t he  taci t  a . - - u ~ n p t i o ~ ~  t11;rt 

ai t I~itcv,turc. a n d  ~ ~ r l , a ~ r i . ~ l ~ ~  IYHIIII I ~ a v e  a v i t a l  r o l v  ill rc l ' o ru~ i  11;: 

t l l c . ~ c .  l ~ l ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~ > ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ .  I h t l i c a l  retlt.vc*lol)~l~c.~rt \\.;is already I w i ~ l g  

~I~IIIIIIV~ in 10-1 1 t o  IWIY~II~C~ t111, I n n e r  (;it) I~I~I~IIII~I~III~~~IIII 
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TI1tv i-  4 \4lllal1lt. 1~1111tidia11 charartcr to t111- -hoppir~;: -trchets 
01 Hahe.n~a and \ a11 t1t.r Hroeh. 'l'hfq \r i thztad.  P \ I > I I  illpport. 

clnlnt~ti~.  a1111 I ~ I ~ I I I I I ~ . ~ I - ~ ; I ~ .  Public. q~ac-tl I~rcto~r~es 1111i\twal. 
r\notIlt-r proL)le111 i -  s ~ l l ~ i r c p e ~ i t  de\ . t*lt~l)~~~t 'nt  after t l ~ c c .  i l ~ i t i a l  

~l(-lit.;~tt' i~ lscr t iu~~- .  \Iol~nti~ius c~f t:ot~~~~wrc.ii~l :pare 1111tc.r (,\car 
tilt, I ~ ~ I \ \ ~ I I ~ I I \ \ ~ ~ ~  I IOK \ \ i t 1 1  1 1 1 1 ~  gra1.e. 51*;1lv a1111 dtbnsity (11' 1 ~ I I V I X ~  

or I:I.;IIII;I'LIII. T h r o ~ ~ g I ~ o u ~  the t'al~ri~*. wt-id ~ . X ~ I ~ - ~ I I I ~ * I I ~ :  i l l  

vario~l- p lmes  of I'ost-4lotlernis111 -t.atttar like al~al)l)! I~~lrlv- 
c l 1 1 i t 1 ~ .  Ilcl~irld t l l c ~  ph \ s i c~~ l  pr0111tw- - i t  ~~~ethodolo;ric~al I I I I ~ Y :  

1 )  tl~e. I;)rnlula of t l t ~ \ t ~ l ~ ~ l ) e r / g o \ r r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ t  ~wllaboratitm 2) t111, 
c~orrrlwtitiolt systeln all11 list+ compiltd 11) the autI111ritic.- ol' 
14igil1le. arcl~itc:c:ts I ; I ~  given jobs 3 )  1111. a1)rupt shil'ts i n  11r11an 
s t r a t ~ ~ b ~  l ~ r o ~ ~ g l ~ t  011 I I ~  111~ chx~~c+~*-  of l'i4)rilc ~ I I ~ I I S  ~ I I L I ~  
aclclrrw tlw poor (-it!. Itall-&ad t'rom all the attc:l~tior~ 4) the 

I ~ I I \ ~ I I ~ I I \ \ T I  ~ W C U I I I C Y  ;I s l~ tqqing a11d ~ ' I I I ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I I I I : I I I  t - ~ ~ ~ p ~ r i u n ~ .  
r ,  I l1i5 I~asic rontradi~.t io~~, t l~at  soc.iali5111 irIlpears to c-rlt.olirape 
~rr;~tcv-iali;rn. may act.oll1lt h r  the. \.italit!. ol'a tit!. that i s  ~lt.itI~c*r 
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irrte~rs~: spw~l ;~t iorr  O H  tlw applicatio~r 01' I I I V  ~ I I I I I W I I  as a 
puldic~ ~ I ~ I ~ ~ I I I I I I I I ~ I I ~ I I  - pro~lr~ci~rg  IWW iril'ri~strr~~*t~trt~. I I ~ ? W  1111ar- 
ters. u I ICW roc~i~?ty- l i l~aII~  resulted in cscrptioirall~ Ilig11 
qr~ality builrling finaircwl largely from the private. w.tor. Hut 
this was Idorc, the war arid thu> rrot 11art ol' 111~ prrsrllt 
discussion a~ryrrore t11a1i r)e Stijl Iias a tlirwt rcywursiolr on 
tlw I I C I F ~ - \ V ; I ~  dvvt~lop111t~r1t of ~netropolitml I:c~ttcwl;ll~r. 

Tlw ovvrritlilrg tlil 'kr~tl~c:~~ I~etween these two c:itivs ir ol~viorlsly 
cllror~ologic*:~I. I;iliy ycars alier, Rotterdam is ~lrostl!, tlo~w. 
~ ~ ) I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I ~ I I I I I : I I ~  c:or~tit~ut.r alo~rg tlre city's e t l p .  i l l  i ~ r r ~ ~ l a i ~ r s  i r r  
the c:c~rtcv or ~ I I  $atre$ whort* proparn is c-ll;tlr;'ilrg r;dic:i1lly 
from indr~stri;ll to I I I I I ~ ~  clori~estic. or c\or~~lrrc!rc:ial (i~ltc.tiolls: like 
the lor111cr 1Io18kr of Iii111 Val1 Zuid. 111 Ih4nlt. 111~spilc ~ I I I ?  
ertensivc~ arrroulrt of repair. tlerrlolitiorl art11 111:w tvm$tr~~cdcm 

- 'pod ir~tt.rltiorls" i r r  B~:irut are faint. I t  is I~arcl to cIiscr:r~l the 
reperrrlssiolrs 01' i l l1  tlw pre-war plallrlirrg 111nv. 'I'Irt. city hay 
e r p a ~ i d ~ : ~ l  ~~xpoi~~:~rtiaIly si11c.e I075 giww ~ I I P  i111111x 01' rc~fugces 
I'rorli ot11c.r zorrc:s of Irostility but also givtrrr 111v iratural 
d e m o ~ a ~ ~ l l i c .  t;Ililsts Ilroirgllt on l1!7 tht. url~anizatioir ol'a countq  
so s111aIl t l~at  t11c mtirc r~atioli can IN: seen a> tlw r~*giwi. il' 110t 
~ h c  ~net rol~di tan  arca. of it.; capital. 'The war clisl~larltlt=d Ineans 
of p rod~ lc t io~~  ant1 tril~irl loyalties that kept I I I W ~ I I I .  rooted in 
villagrs a rd  slnallw cities. 111any of \vllicli are IIOW cvm~r r l~~ed  in 
Hrinlt's sprawl. AS ~ n e ~ ~ t i o ~ l e d .  more constrr~rtio~l oc~cwrrecl than 
de~tructiolr 11111 tllis was oftell on the peril~llory or  1 1 c y 1 1 t l  \\.liilt> 
the esisti11;r city s~ll ' f~wtl  from the i r i n ~ ~ ~ l ~ c - r a l ~ l c ~  I~attlcs that 
eruptctl I~c:t\vtvv~ t:vcry military and para-rililitary vl~rity. Rlo>t of 
what had I I I T I I  Ih:irrrt Ilefbre the war is 1111. sitc 01' l l ~ i t x i i l r ~ r r l l  

ckvastatiorr alrtl. 01' course. ~ n a s i r n u ~ ~ r  ecor~olllic. po(rr~tial. And 
in the ct.rttw ol'tllis large.. fractured yet vital. ~rrl~irlr orpliiani is 
l l ~ c  most radical c:ondition. the al~sent tlo\vrlto\vrr. .-\> tlre 
Russian Ossip %;rtlkine c~allrtl his 1946 scrllpturc c.xecuterl Sor 
Rotterclar~r. Ihirut i b  3 "(4)' ~ i t l l o u t  B I~txrt.'. OIII!. the most 
estrernc. Stali~rirt tlrhali programs, \vlwrc. stat(. o \ \ .~~er sh i l~  
allo\vt4 total crasurcn. produced comparable voicls at tlw center 
of cities. I3ut in Il~.irut extravagant i ~ ~ ~ c u l a t i o n  - tl1w1op.r and 
gover~i~nelit on(. irrrd tile sa1111~ - arc respn~~si l~l r .  i111 ;~r ra~~gt ' -  

- .  
tal and tho cdlevtive as rctprtwrlted hy the social-(It-11roc:ratic 
rcairw, a d  lik~twi~ct to lirltl Beirut as its opl~oaitt.. a study in 
t~ 

seu-iriter~st. ctal~l~~itatiorl. tyranny. \wak go\xbrllllrtxnt in com- 
plicity witlr \vc:altl~. l h t  s111.11 c a y  rcwlirlgs (10 rrot Iroltl l1cyo1111 
a s~~l~cr l ' i~ : i i~ l  vitw 01' 1111- I II~IIX-s or a superliri:~l I I I I I ~ I ! ~ ~ I ~ I I I I ~ ~ I I ~  o f  
the soviotic:~ tllal tllt.sc. t\vo cities represent. 111 Iltrirrrt. ~ ~ I I I I ! ~ O W .  

dcspitc. t l r v  alq~;wt~tit ~wigrrra 01' such a c h c *  (:olrlpli(:ity of 
rapital and statct, clrsllitc! a l~rolouncl Soc-i;il-I)an\,i~li?;~~r clc-tt~- 
~nining IIICN ~Ic:(isio~r+. t l ~ q i t e  the shado\v of S y i a  that falls 
over all rvtwts. tlrirrgs do get clone. Plan> for rc*rw\virr;r the cit! 
s11t~\v 0111 witlr ; I I I  al~nort Ih~tc.l~ regularity. Tnw. II I I I I -11  of tlii, 
re\-italizntiol~ Ilar cxllrle [rum the same 3ollrl.c:. I r r  a ~~ar:ltligtn of 
pwver rehim: .  i r r  sc~c-ialist and high-capitalist culture-+. all 1111. 

allonyllclrrs l ~ r r l ~ l i c :  ol'lic:iuls a d  private tlevelolwrr W I I O  I-ollal~o- 
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.. . referents arc: I lauslnanli or H t y * t ~ c * !  Englarttl. "To\c1ts1:;1~)1: IS 

agai~l irt\~okc~d. Evtw more i t lco~~grltorl~ t l~ali  its u w  i t 1  ~~ rc~-war  

morr Ar~glo-Sax011 5earcl1 for c v ~ l l t c . s t  artel cultural corlti~~rlity 
that M X I I I ~ ! ~  Itlorc appropriate."" c-all> forth a Pador;ll tllat Iits 
tltr attittrtlr of'lhc entire project. I.;vrri "tile O r i e n t a h  11 atrtters ' 

of t111: last cwtun+ '  oi'l'c*r i~lspiration. Secrt in this Ilaj-till~cd 
ligh~. the: rc:st~~r;ltio~~ of tnostly I:rctrtcll cololiial art~llit(wttlr(~ is 
not ac:t~i~l~?r~tal. +Tra(Iiti~~m*' 111-1.1: i* 11otI1ing less titan t l t v  

Romantic: i~ lv~!~ l t io~ l  of Ilistol?; to suit currellt  politic:^. Ally s11(4i 
call can only 111. azsurrled to Iw lor sl)eculatiw-e purl)oscSs. As 
always. r ed  c3>tattx is well sen-rtl 11y the production ol' itlcwtity. 
Tllr cra*ure of llistory througl~ 1111. atlrlildation of tllr 11rI1ar1 
fal~rir in wl~ic:l~ it e~nbt~cltletl 111l;w a chance t c ~  rctwriti: that 
history: atnrl~!si:l as urha~i stratc:~?. I r t  psychotherapy sl~ock- 
tr~t111e:111 ol~iitt~rates trau111atic. t t ~ c ~ ~ ~ ~ o r y .  ;11hi11g the rev:rcutit111 
of l~~!rso~t i~I i~y i t 1  a more clocilr I I I I I I I ~ .  Its u r h n  t w ~ t t ~ t ~ : r ~ ~ a r t  
subdues c:l~ltilral llux prrrrlittiry a rc:tlcIinitior~ of' c:ltlttrral 
vallllY. 

H*yionalis~ll a ~ l d  nationalist~l arcb tliffrrent cuts 01' 1111. s;me 
it1eologic:al suit of' d i i c l ~  identity is also a variation. 'l'ltc? I ~ I I I - 1 1  

Beirltt arc. gc~~~c~rati t tg an ersatz ~)rotlttc:tio~l of what is r+w~~tially 
a ,olol)al ro~~~irlttic.ization of a IO~I~-t~c:ntury city probal~ly ouly 
I~istoric.ally rcdized in the illtagc!~ 01' Caillebattc or t l lc .  ttlusi~lgs 
of' d r  i\lalll~assarlt: a city vi' arc.atlc*~ and I~oulcvardiatl c:t~lttlrt.. 
Thir is now tltct ~trliversal i~nagc- ol' itlc4ty. passing for ('11lt11r;tI 
rongruity. itscll' a rlifficult ~ O I I I . V ~ I I  allel orlc. that may Ila\c3 I I I I  

cswt ;~rcl~ite:c:t~rral or urlx111 cvl~tivulcwt. 111 the caws ~ l t ~ : ~ ~ t i o t l ~ ' d  
a l ~ o w  ;I New IJrl~arliet generic is i111cnt 011 esploiting ;I ~tlarl;c?t 
that ia a1111ost rxr.lusively I)orrrp-oi*. St.\\- UrLanist~l. a r~ t~ the~r  
rlozt:tl trwta-r~arrativi* like the hloelcm~iam its sets up as a L ~ i l ,  

NOTES 

>CI. SIJIIIIIII, Micl~acl. Wn Realisn~. '11~ Oherver and 1h;in11: 1)v: ip as 

Rrl~~rti~iF i n  .-lrrl~irm~rrr. in Chrrn~rnirn~iun - ChaIImg~ nnd Oppor~rtni~v in 
Huilrling I/IP Ir!fi)rir~rrrion .-Igt>: f'rocr.c(lir~p ~JJIIIP Yihh :lnnurrl .Iltv,rir~g ~frhc .  
. I(.'Sd, NIW ( Irl~am, 3UE, ur O r i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ O c ~ i t l e ~ ~ ~ a I  - G ~ W ~ ~ I I / I / I ~ .  lcltv~~i~v. 
.S/rrrw: I'rcrr~~t~rl~~rgs 11fr1rc .-l(:.i;.i Irrrt~n~orir~ncrl Corfircwcr. Is ta~t l~e~l .  20(11. ur 

.'I 111 l h l iw~  an11 tlw (~Il~srrvc? i n  ~ll~~.'lllS 0 - 24rdri~erriirt*, C i / \ p ,  15i11111 

' l k ~ ~ t t  " I I ~  t l ~ c .  11~~~111~/prr1letariaI'I' k)l,rp~ltrre. I~t~l~ultrirp) and liked I I ~  I~~wl~lv." 

Fuad Sliil~al~ waz prr.ident from IOill ICI  'b4. with v e s t i p  o f  11ii i~tflue~ict- 

mrvivi~~g 1111til IVX. Ilk trnurv I I I . I ~ ~ I - 1 1  the high point o f  gtwsrt1nwnt 
ini t i ; t t i \ ' t .h  Ltr i t&l  rrfnrw a1111 llli11111i11;:. 

I owt .  this ~ I I I I V I I I  to Robert h l i h  ~ I I I B ,  in  con\ers~tion. clt-wril~wl I.eb~ntw 
t d t c ~ r t .  ;I- ' b e t  vi\-il." By that  hv nwitlll I~minp nu :mse nf tltr. p111Iic. of the 
~ I ~ * ~ I I * I I I ~ P I I I . !  d cidturr un thv w l l w ~ i \ v  ; ~ n d  t lw ~nitnife~ta~inn of hi. rt ' la t i~m 

i n  1 ~ 1 1 1 1  p l ~ l i r  q~i~ct. and wrial pr41pa111.. 


